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Professional Development of the Staff: 

For the last year, MWVCTC faculty have been working with Kirsten Soroka, a CT Curriculum Design 

Specialist, to develop curriculum maps for each of our eleven programs.  The curriculum maps are 

designed to be simple and easy-to-navigate maps that give a comprehensive review of a particular 

program on an online document with links to various components of the map.  Components include state 

competencies, standards, enduring understandings, UbD curriculum rubrics, assessments, etc. By creating 

and using curriculum maps teachers will be able to pace the school year and to ensure all the 

competencies and standards/performance indicators within a course will be covered.  Curriculum maps 

offer a sequence for delivering content and provide a clear scope for what must be taught to all students.  

Please see attached for an example. 

Another project the staff has been working on is reshaping and refining our Student Teacher Achievement 

Review (STAR) assessment model as I’ve previously mentioned.  We believe that communicating student 

achievement through competency-based mastery provides the clearest picture of student learning. The 

goal of this model is to drive home the concept that grades are not about what our students earn, it is 

about what they learn.   The ultimate product is a portfolio students will use in a one-to-one conference 

with their teacher to prove their competence.  The teacher will provide feedback giving students a clear 

picture of what they have done and what they need to do to prove mastery.   Please see attached for the 

final version of the informational handout.  

Staff and Student Accomplishments:   

Automotive Technology (Jim Harrington):  Each year, the New Hampshire Automobile Dealers 

Association (NHADA) sponsors a competition for all Auto programs in the state.  The first part of the 

competition is a written exam that takes place in the fall in which we placed in the top ten schools in NH.  

As such, two students from each of the top 10 schools will compete in the hands-on portion of the 

competition on January 11th at Lakes Region Community College.  Even though only two students from 

our school will participate in the hands-on portion of the competition -- Forrest Woodward and Matthew 

Drooth -- seven students in total earned scholarship awards.  The overall winners will represent NH at the 

2020 National Automotive Technology Competition, held in New York in conjunction with the New York 

International Automobile Show in April 2020 at the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center in New York City. 



During a recent visit by the DOE, we happened to mention that our auto lift was in need of some TLC.  

During the past Perkins grant cycle, I was unable to include a new lift in the grant due to other pressing 

needs.  As such, the DOE has generously offered to purchase a new lift for the auto shop.  The cost of the 

new lift is approximately $20,000.  An official notification is forthcoming.  

Aviation:  It’s official.  The MWVCTC been approved by the Aircraft Owners Pilots Association (AOPA) to 

use their High School Aviation STEM Curriculum and Joe Riddensdale has been approved as the instructor 

for this program.  Joe will attend a three-day professional development workshop in Frederick, Maryland 

in March.  During the workshop, teachers will gain access to the curriculum and learn more about its 

structure, design, and available resources. Teachers will also become familiar with aviation content, 

participate in student hands-on activities, gain strategies for teaching aviation-related concepts, and 

network with like-minded peers from across the country. Also, it should be noted that AOPA awarded $1 

million in scholarships ($10,000 each) to 80 high school students and 20 teachers in 2019 to help offset 

the cost of flight training.  Furthermore, many other scholarships from the aviation industry are available 

to assist students who have a serious interest in the industry whether it be a pilot, drone pilot, aircraft 

mechanic, etc.  

CADD/Engineering Design (Joe Riddensdale):  Recently we were approved to teach EG 110 (Engineering 

Design I) in the dual-enrollment program at Southern New Hampshire University (SNHU) for the 2020-21 

academic year.  Students will have the opportunity to achieve three SNHU credits while enrolled in our 

CADD II Engineering Technology course as part of the SNHU in the High School dual-enrollment program.  

Starting this spring, the CADD Drafting Program will offer a unit of instruction on UAS (Unmanned Aerial 

Systems) commonly referred to as drones. This will be embedded within the CADD II Engineering class. 

Students will be given instruction on safety, mission planning, flight operations, among other topics. It is 

our hope to have students prepared to take the FAA certification exam to obtain their commercial drone 

pilot certification. Thanks to grants from the NHDOE and the Robotics Education Fund we also look 

forward to starting a MWVCTC Drone Club this spring. The club will compete in VEX RAD drone 

competitions starting next fall.  This unit will also serve as a prelude to our upcoming Aviation program.  

Cosmetology:  Once again, MWVCTC will partner with Eagle Academy and offer an Introduction to 

Cosmetology class during the second semester of this school year.  The instructor will use NHDOE 

Cosmetology competencies as a guideline to teach this introductory class. The purpose of offering the 

class is to gauge interest in Cosmetology as a career pathway and possible program addition.   

Dual enrollment/articulation agreements:  We are actively pursuing additional dual enrollment 

opportunities with SNHU for other programs in the center.  Further, all programs at the MWVCTC are 

eligible to earn dual enrollment credits at Keene State College for the 2020-21 academic school year.  It is 

a goal of the center to pursue as many options and opportunities for CT students to earn post-secondary 

credit while in high school.   



Extended Learning Opportunities (Christine Thompson):  We have officially begun our first group ELO 

project with seven students, two teachers and the Gibson Center for Senior Services. The students on the 

team have been tasked with helping to infuse the Gibson Center Thrift shop with new life. Students have 

met with two Gibson Center board members, gone to visit the thrift store and visited other area 

thrift/consignment stores as part of their research. The students will be meeting over the next several 

months to create a Business and Marketing plan for the thrift store with the help of teacher mentors Nik 

Nutting and Greg Allain. They are all very enthusiastic about the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Pictured above: Virginia Schrader, Nik Nutting, Mariah Parker, Mackenzie Carr, Livy Curry, Celia Lynn, Jack 

Wheeler, Sophie Killeen, Santi Ciro and Greg Allain - Photo cred Christine Thompson) 

 


